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1 Social Games: ITALY 

Scopa 

 

Shuffle and deal the cards. If there 

are 4 people playing, the dealer deals 

3 cards all at once to each player 

face down on the table starting with 

the player on the right. Then, the 

dealer places 4 cards side-by-side 

face up in the middle of the table. 

 

Take a card from one of the four 

face-up cards on the table if you are 

the player to the right of the dealer, 

who goes first in this game. For 

example, if you have a 5 card and 

there is another 5 on the table, 

regardless of suit, you may place 

your 5 on this card and take both 

cards from the table. Set the seized 

cards to the side to make up your 

“score pile”. 

Take more than one card if you can. 

For example, if you’ve an 8 card, 

you can take a 5 and a 3 or a 4 and a 

4 and so on if these cards are 

available face up on the table. 

Make a scopa (sweep) when you 

remove the last face-up card from 

the table. Each time you do this, you 

receive 1 point. 

Go around the table clockwise 

playing only one card at a time until 

the round is finished. Continue by 

placing one of your cards face up 
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2 Social Games: ITALY 

with the other face-up cards if you 

don’t have cards that can be played. 

End the round when all four cards of 

each player’s hand have been 

played. Start a new round after the 

dealer deals out 3 or 4 more cards to 

each player and end the game when 

all cards are gone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring: one point received for the 

player or team with the most cards; 

one point for the player with the 

most cards of Denari suit; one point 

for the player with the 7 of Denari in 

his pile. If there is a tie in scoring 

than no score is awarded in that 

category.  

Reshuffle and keep going in this 

game until someone reaches 21 

points and wins the game. 
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3 Social Games: ITALY 

Whirligig or strummolo 

 

Strummolo is, in Sicily, one of the 

many names of the whirligig, which 

is one of the oldest and most popular 

gaming tools. Specimens of 

whirligig have been found in 

excavations of Troy, Pompeii, 

Etruscan tombs, China, Japan and 

Korea. 

 

 

 

The strummolo in and of itself was a 

kind of small whirligig top of wood 

that runs on a steel tip and is rotated 

with the aid of a cord. Its shape is 

that of almost all classical whirligig, 

then a kind of cone with the apex at 

the bottom, topped by a more or less 

hemispherical cap. From this top 

protrudes often a small lump of iron 

sharpened. 

The turners, usually working on old 

back foot, made the strummolo with 

precision and balance. Were usually 

little hard wood used locally sourced 

and therefore cheap, the most widely 

used was the lemon, but they also 

worked the olive and oak. 

After the turning operation is 

practiced a small hole in the bottom 

and there put it and then cut short a 

steel nail, leaving out a centimeter or 

so, and finally it sharpening with the 

grinding wheel. The lateral surface 
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4 Social Games: ITALY 

of the strummolo could be smooth or 

have a series of steps to facilitate the 

positioning of the rope. For the 

rolling of the latter, it maintained its 

one end in the upper part of the 

whirligig and then it was descend 

vertically. Once at the base is 

beginning to pick up 'a rope spirally 

along' or strummolo being very 

careful to wrap it so that the ligature 

was tightened and well maintained 

end remained below the volutes. 

 

How to play 

Around the whirligig is wound a 

rope, so as to form a spiral running 

from the tip to the metal part is taller 

and wider, which allows, when fired, 

to rotate the whirligig.  

Once launched by two or more 

launchers, wins the whirligig top for 

more time. Most good could be hit 

with his whirligig the enemy causing 

them to fall. 

 

Between games of skill was to spin 

the whirligig on the hand, then 

passing it on the hands of others.  
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5 Social Games: ITALY 

Versions of the game 

- Duration of the rotation on the 

ground                                                

- Duration of the rotation on the 

ground in pairs                                             

- Holding and duration of 

rotation on palm                                                   

- Taking into air and duration of 

rotation on palm                                 

- Appuzzata or point dropping 

the opponent strummolo 

 

 

Tools 

- Rope 1.00 m long max 

- A whirligig wooden high 8 cm 

from the apex of the wood 

subscript iron 

- Diameter 6 cm 

- Max weight 100 grams  

Written by the Italian team 

 

 

 

 

 

 


